
Throughout the year, the Church during its 

liturgical seasons instructs us about some 

aspect of Jesusô life.  We have just com-

memorated the birth of Jesus, the Word 

made flesh, and have rejoiced once again in 

celebrating the event that shows us that God 

so loved the world that He gave us his only 

Son. In the first Preface of the Christmas 

Mass, we proclaim that in Jesus ñwe see our 

God made visible, and so we are caught up 

in the love of the God we cannot see.ò  Je-

sus came to show us that we are each deeply 

loved by the Father. This year, with the date 

for Easter coming so early, we shall be soon 

entering into the liturgical season of Lent, 

an important time for us to reflect on the 

generous love of Jesus who gave everything 

including his life that we might be saved. 

We shall see once again that Jesus died as 

he lived, giving totally of himself to others. 

Jesusô greatest gift was perhaps his teaching 

that it is ñin giving that we receive.ò 

Our baptism launches us into a life of ser-

vice, in imitation of the giving of Jesus in 

service to others. We are blessed here at St. 

Cecilia by so many whose love for God 

shows forth so beautifully as they share 

their time and talent in imitation of the ser-

vice of Christ. 

This issue highlights the many ways that 

our staff and parishioners give of them-

selves to serve our parish family. Michele 

Cwiklinski, our business manager, helps us 

to exercise good stewardship over the tem-

poralities that house our ministerial offices 

and facilities and manages the myriad de-

tails of our budgeting that support our vari-

ous ministries, proclaiming the Good News 

(p. 2). We have been blessed by many vol-

unteers who take the Eucharist to the home-

bound (a considerable number in our parish) 

and bring support and encouragement from 

our parish family with them.  In regards 

to more physical needs, our Stewardship 

Committee has recently undertaken the 

distribution of food from our parish 

(formally overseen by two committed 

parishioners, Don and Dolores Schuler) 

to two local food cupboards that support 

the hungry in our area (p. 4 & 5). Each 

Friday evening, a dedicated group of vol-

unteers operate our parish bingo, an ac-

tivity that has been functioning for over 

fifty years. We can be justly proud and 

grateful to these committed volunteers 

who give up their Friday evenings to 

help subsidize our parish mission (p. 6). 

You will also see in this issue another 

update about our ongoing project to be of 

help to another community of faith in the 

Archdiocese of Arusha with their con-

struction of a desperately needed mother-

child health clinic (p. 3). 

I have always been impressed and 

gratified by the willingness of so many 

of our parishioners to come forward to 

help when there is a need.  To be a Chris-

tian is to be actively involved in sharing 

the fruits of oneôs love for God with oth-

ers. We can be justly proud of and grate-

ful to the many parishioners here at St. 

Ceciliaôs who have taken this message to 

heart! 
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Office of  Finance, Buildings and Properties  

By Michele Cwiklinski 

When I was asked to write this article 

my first reaction was OH NO! I cer-

tainly donôt like to write; and Father 

McKenna will tell you I definitely canôt 

spell; and how can I possibly make 

writing about finance exciting?  After 

pondering this dilemma awhile and 

frequently using spell-checker; I de-

cided that learning about the Finance 

Office as well as the duties and respon-

sibilities that come along with my job 

as business administrator of St. Ce-

ciliaôs is something all our parishioners 

might find interesting. 

I first became associated with St. Ce-

ciliaôs as a parishioner and volunteer 

teacher for first graders in religious 

education. Being part of our youngest 

memberôs introduction into the church 

and how they blossomed by yearôs end 

was truly a blessing. In addition, it was 

an honor to work with the other volun-

teer teachers and Mary Ann Noto; their 

dedication to St. Ceciliaôs and the kids 

was an inspiration. 

During this time I worked for the 

Diocese Pastoral Office I was invited to 

volunteer on the St. Cecilia Finance 

Council. Again, another group of dedi-

cated volunteers advising and guiding 

Father McKenna on the day to day fi-

nancial operations. When the Business 

Manager position opened up, I gladly 

submitted my resume and accepted the 

job.  

My day-to-day duties consist of run-

ning the business of the church includ-

ing deposits and supervision of all 

money that comes into the parish. We 

are fortunate enough to bring funds in 

from collections at Mass, as well as 

candle and Mass card donations, facil-

ity rental and programs such as Bingo 

and Faith Formation. I also pay all par-

ish related bills such as utilities, taxes 

insurances and fees to the Diocese as 

well as generate payroll.  Maintaining 

the churchôs budget as well as manag-

ing all contracts and services is another 

one of my duties as business manager. I 

also supervise building projects; ad-

dress maintenance issues as well as 

seasonal necessities such as snow re-

moval and lawn maintenance. If a 

building emergency arises, I am the 

point of contact.  As part of my respon-

sibilities I schedule rooms in the facility 

as well as the Friendship Center for 

classes, meetings, celebrations of every 

kind and funeral lunches. You will of-

ten find me setting up tables or restock-

ing the kitchen supplies along with vol-

unteers.  I order all supplies for the Par-

ish as well as research and negotiate the 

best possible price for our parish.  

Maintaining the building calendar; do-

ing my best to make sure there are no 

conflicts is also an aspect of my posi-

tion.   

Since being here I have supervised 

the addition of the Friendship Center.  

That included working with the Town 

of Irondequoit, the Diocese, contractors 

and parishioners.  Additionally I man-

aged the budget for the project and as-

sisted in negotiating all contracts asso-

ciated with it.   

 My personal agenda is to make sure 

that the generous donations and all 

funds that come into our parish are used 

for their intended purpose which is to 

support our mission which is a united, 

caring Christian community providing 

opportunities for worship, faith forma-

tion and social involvement. We reach 

out to those in need and encourage all 

to actively participate in the life of the 

Church by sharing Godôs gifts of time, 

talent and treasure. I take that respon-

sibility very seriously!  I know the sac-

rifice that our families make to support 

our parish family.  As I reflect on the 

role of the Office of Finance, Buildings 

and Properties I know that we are an 

important and integral part of the 

process. 

Newcomb Friendship Center  

Annual Events ... 
20/20 Dinner  

Youth group activities  

Parish Picnic 

St. Joseph's Table 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Breakfast with Santa  

Kitchen Facility ... 
Adjoining kitchen access 

Freezers, refrigerators, sink, 
stove and coffee makers.  

Convenient for caterers or 
prepare your own food and 
drinks 

Great for ... 
Presentations/workshops 

Seminars 

Graduation parties  

Birthday parties  

Anniversary parties 

Baptism receptions 

Wedding receptions 

Baby showers 

Dance bands 

Reunions 

Funeral receptions 



PAGE 3 

By John-Paul Vidal 

Just recently, we have been learning 

about the people who live in Ngurdoto 

(pronounced En - gur - doe - toe) and 

their urgent need for a Mother-Child 

Health Clinic.  The town is served by the 

Archdiocese of Arusha which is located 

in the Northeast part of Africa in the 

country of Tanzania. 

At the present time, a dispensary built 

in 1981 by the Catholic missionaries 

(virtually a first-aid station) is the only 

form of health care in the area.  The 

The Mother -Child Health Clinic Project é a follow-up 

AIDS.  Poverty which is pervasive, has 

also contributed to the high rate of mor-

tality. 

The construction of a Mother-Child 

Health Clinic is most urgent and impor-

tant.  Until now, many women had not 

been enlightened enough to know the 

importance of having such a clinic.  

However, it is impossible for the people 

of Ngurdoto to raise the money needed 

for this project.  If we compare what we 

have and what we need, we realize we 

live a very privileged life style.  Is it 

possible that we could give up some 

excess in our lives to help our brothers 

and sisters in Africa? 

Currently, St. Cecilia Parish Council is 

looking into ways to help finance this 

$70,000 project.  If you can help in rais-

ing some of the needed funds please 

call the parish office at 467-4286. 

population of 7,000 people is mostly 

women and children.  The number of 

women who are mothers is about 1,895 

and the number of children under 5 is 

1,987.  Because of their remote location, 

people of Ngurdoto must walk 18 miles 

to receive pre and post natal care or pe-

diatric care. Consequently, women and 

children rarely receive the care they need 

and the death rate among these age 

groups is very high. 

Most of the people lack the knowledge 

and skills to improve their activities.  

Also, the existence of some strong cul-

tural practices, such as the local means 

of delivering children (i.e., by assistance 

of unqualified traditional midwives, etc,) 

have negatively effected womenôs par-

ticipation in productive rolls.  Because of 

these negative traditional beliefs and 

practices, many people including men, 

youth, women and children have died of 

é In his book, Fr. Kevin 

McKenna spotlights key Ameri-

can Catholics who helped define 

the American Church in the con-

text of energizing American cul-

ture of the nineteenth century, 

and how that transforms affected 

its relationship with Rome. 
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Mathew 25:40 "Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did  
 it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me."  

Over 2000 years ago when Jesus lived on this earth, His life was a living testimony of service and reaching out to others.  
�+�H���W�D�X�J�K�W���X�V���W�R���O�R�Y�H���*�R�G�����R�X�U���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�O�\���)�D�W�K�H�U�����Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���Z�K�R�O�H���E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�R���O�R�Y�H���R�Q�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�������+�H�U�H���D�W���6�W�����&�H�F�L�O�L�D�·�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H��
many opportunities to show our love for God in the service of others as we follow the example of Jesus Christ.  His ministry 
on earth exemplified a life of service for the poor, the sick, the hungry.  When we use our time, talent and treasure for the 
benefit of those in need, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit the sick we become the hands and feet of God.  Many 
�W�L�P�H�V���R�X�U���F�K�D�U�L�W�D�E�O�H���D�F�W�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���´�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G���S�U�D�\�H�U�V�µ���W�R���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�·�V���K�X�P�E�O�H���S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�L�P�H�V���R�I���Q�H�H�G���������,�Q�G�H�H�G�����Z�K�H�Q���Z�H��
serve others, we are showing our love for our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. 

Families arrive to deliver  food baskets  

The Giving Tree has been a tradition at St. Ceciliaôs for 
more than 20 years.  Through the generosity of our parishion-

ers, this Advent Outreach program provides individuals and 

families who are less fortunate and in need of assistance with 

food, gifts, clothing, toys and other items. Christmas plants 

are purchased with financial donations and then delivered, 

bringing a little holiday cheer to our homebound seniors.  

CAN YOU HELP? Giving Tree donations ready to be boxed 
for food baskets 

Volunteers taking Christmas plants to our homebound parishioners 


